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28 August 1953

MENOBANDUN FOR: Acting DD/A
SUBIECT : Legal Disebility of CIA to Awerd Militery Decorstiors

BEFERENCE : Memorsndum for General Cebell from Acting ID/A,
dated 31 July 1953, subject: Interim Report on
Honor Awerds, with atteched comments of Geperal Cabell

1. Pou have acked us to reviev the comments of General Cabell
sttached to the reference to confirm CIA's legal dissbility to bestow
military svards upon Agency perscmpel., We return the reference and
attached comments herewith.

2. In line vith your request ve have examined those sections of
tde nited States Code which provide for the establishment end sward
of militery decorations. These sections are found in Title 10, Chepter
33, WBCA, Bections 1401 et seq., and Title 34, Chapter 6, USCA, Section
351 et seq. We have considered specifically those sections which
egncern the authority to eward since this appears ¢ be the import of
Genersl Cadell's comments. With limited exceptions, the initial
suthority to svard in each instance is vested in the President with s
Imited power of delegation to subordinate echelons of the wmilitery
services. PFor example, Section 1410 of Title 10, USCA states:

BRTG O i SRR iiiad ¥ i* g generals., The

; =legate, under such conditions,
regulations, and limitations as he shall prescribe, to the
commanding general of 8 separate ermy or higher unit in the field,
the power conferred upon him..... to award the medal of honor,
$he &stinguished-service croas, and the distinguished-service
medal. {(July 9, 1918, c. 1h3, kO Stat. 872.)"

£E

Similerly, Seetion 36k of Title 34, USCA provides in pert:

"The President is bereby authorized to delegate, under
such confiitions, regulations, and limitstions as he shall
prescribe, to flag officers who are copmanders in chief or
ecmmnding on importent independent duty.the power conferred
wpon him ..... €0 awerd the Havy cross, the distinguished-
service meldal, silver star medel, and the Nevy end Marine
Corps Meds); ...
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3. The foregoing sections authorizing delegation sppeer on their
face to limit the power of sward to senior officers of the military
seyrvices who are in positions of command regporgibility of e styictly
silitary or savel psture. They vould not appear to countenance delega-
tions to others outside military commsnd channels. We have further
examined the regulstions of the militery services implementing t%e
statutes cited and can f1ind no instance where the definition o those
#ligible to gward incluldes others than senior officers in positions
of military or caval comeand,

&. 3In sccordance with the foregoing it would be our opinion that
thers iz no present provision in statute or regulations upon vwhlch
8IA eould rely as suthority for the ewerd of militery decorstions to
Agensy persounel .

5. It might be pointed out in comment upon paragreph 1(c) of the
reference thgt the United States atetutes establighing military decors-
tiong authorize the award of certain ones to civilian personnel serving
in any mﬁy vith the militery. These decorations would include

the Pistinguished Service Meda) {under limited conditions in time of
warj}, the Digtisguished Service Cross, Mavy Cross, Silver Star, Bronze
Star Medal, Alr Medsl, Purple Heart, end the Navy and Marine Corps Medsl.
It should be noted, however, that the award of these decorations may

be made only by duly desipnated military or nsval companders.

€. 1In g¢onclusion, it might bde brought to General Cabell's sttention

that the Working Group on Homor Awerds in their final report to the
Chaivman, CIA Career Service Board, dated B Aumt 1952, strongl;
uwrged the desirability of obtaining suthority for CIA to bestow awards
uypon 1ts pergonuel in recognition of extraordinary achievement. The
Working ) recommended CIA's support of an Executive (rder which
would eaﬁb one decoration to recognize valor and three decorations
to recognize varying degrees of schievement. The former Birector of
Sentral Intelligence was of the opinion that the Agency should request
extablistwent by Executive Order of s single eward in recognition of
aither valor or echievement. In furthersnce of his views, CIA roquested

of Executive Order 10%31, establishing the National Security
Medal, which ves signed by the President on January 19, 1953.
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